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(57) ABSTRACT

A deployable and foldable shield with improved stability,
when it is to protect the carrier against weapons and thrown
objects, comprising an elongated base plate having attach-
ment means for attaching the base plate along the forearm of
aperson, and a plurality of substantially triangular and at least
substantially equal-sided shield plates, supported by the base
plate, which have a top angle (o) smaller than 40° and are
pivotally mounted at a triangle corner enclosing the top angle
(o) to a pivot projecting from the base plate, said shield plates
forming a stack supported by the base plate when the shield is
folded and forming a deployed shield surface supported by
the base plate when pivoted away from the base plate. In order
to improve the stability of the shield, when it is to protect the
carrier against weapons and thrown objects, the shield plates
are arranged in two stacks with a respective pivot for mount-
ing and pivoting of the shield plates. The shield plates in one
stack are deployed by pivoting in a first direction and those in
the other stack by pivoting in the opposite direction, and
connecting devices are provided for connecting these two
shield plates.

19 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
FOLDABLE SHIELD

This application is the U.S. national phase of International
Application No. PCT/SE2013/050881 filed Jul. 9, 2013
which designated the U.S. and claims priority to Swedish
Patent Application No. 1200427-1 filed Jul. 9, 2012, the entire
contents of each of which are hereby incorporated by refer-
ence.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a deployable and foldable
shield, comprising an elongated base plate having attachment
means for attaching the base plate along the forearm of a
person, and a plurality of substantially triangular and at least
substantially equal-sided shield plates, supported by the base
plate, which have a top angle smaller than 40° and are pivot-
ally mounted at a triangle corner enclosing the top angle to a
pivot projecting from the base plate, said shield plates form-
ing a stack supported by the base plate when the shield is
folded, and forming a deployed shield surface supported by
the base plate when pivoted away from the base plate.

STATE OF THE ART

Such a deployable and foldable shield is previously known
through GB 2 314 144 A and is intended to be used by police
officers and persons in similar professions in missions where
they might need to protect themselves against weapons and
thrown objects. One advantage with deployable and foldable
shields is that they are not as conspicuous as conventional,
large and stift shields, which have proved to have a potentially
provoking effect on crowds when police with such shields
have confronted them. In the shield according to GB *144, the
shield plates are connected to each other with an elastic mate-
rial resisting deformation, or with a non-elastic thread, and
they lie on top of each other in the stack in a similar way as the
folds in the wall of a bellows. The shield plates can be opened
out by means of spring force and be held in the deployed
position by a catch lever. Even though it is suggested to make
the shield surface facing away from the wearer concave, the
stability of such a shield design is not fully satisfactory.

Another deployable and foldable shield is disclosed and
described in WO 2008/071953 Al. Here, the shield surface
suitably consists of two layers of Kevlar® fabric with pockets
for wheel spoke-like support members, which are pivotable
about a pivot and are suitably constituted of aluminium rods,
and which hold the fabric stretched out between them when
the shield is deployed. Such a shield may be bullet-proof, but
the stability of the shield design is not fully satisfactory here
either.

BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE INVENTION

The object of the present invention is to achieve a deploy-
able and foldable shield with improved stability when it is to
protect the carrier against weapons and thrown objects.

This object is achieved by a deployable and foldable shield
mentioned in the first paragraph above in that the shield
plates, according to the invention, are arranged in two stacks,
disposed next to each other on the base plate, with a respective
pivot for mounting and pivoting of the shield plates, that the
shield plates in one stack are deployed by pivoting in a first
direction and the shield plates in the other stack by pivoting in
the opposite direction, and that connecting devices are pro-
vided for connecting the two uppermost two shield plates of
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the stacks, preferably edge-to-edge. Such a design is more
robust than the previously known ones.

According to a preferred embodiment, the uppermost
shield plate in one stack and the uppermost shield plate in the
other stack are located in a common plane.

Preferably, the base plate and each shield plate on top
thereof in each stack is connected to the next shield plate by
means a device that allows relative pivoting of the shield
plates in their respective planes but prevents relative move-
ment in a direction perpendicular to these planes. This
enables a robust, but still simple design.

Suitably, the device comprises a projecting plug disposed
in each shield plate, and an arc-shaped groove, disposed in
each adjacent shield plate in the stack and in the base plate,
respectively, for receiving the projecting end of the plug,
wherein the projecting end and the groove are so designed in
relation to each other that the plug is form-fittingly connected
to the groove, and the ends of the groove are closed, so that the
shield plates have side edge areas overlapping each other also
when they are pivoted away from each other to a maximum
extent. Such a design is simple and reliable.

Alternatively, or in addition, the device can be designed
such that each shield plate has an outer end relative to the
associated pivot, said outer ends forming together with an
outer end of the base plate located simultaneously a periphery
of the shield in deployed position, and that the device com-
prises an axially projecting flange, disposed on each outer end
of the shield plates and having a free end which is folded
substantially radially inward, and that the device further com-
prises a groove, extending along the entire said end of at least
all the shield plates in each stack except the uppermost shield
plate in the respective stack, and in said end of the base plate,
for receiving the substantially radially inwardly folded end of
the flange in an adjacent shield plate while forming a tongue
and groove connection, which allows pivoting of the shield
plates in their respective planes and constitutes a stronger
obstacle to relative movement in a direction perpendicular to
these planes and increases the stability of the shield edge
against attacks with weapons or thrown objects.

In order to further increase the stability of the shield edge
against attacks with weapons or thrown objects, it is suitable
that the substantially radially inwardly folded end of the
flange, and the groove for receiving it, are slightly angled such
that they are located in a concave plane when viewed in a
direction toward a person carrying the deployed shield
strapped to the arm.

Preferably, each shield plate comprises a profile strip, hav-
ing a substantially H shaped cross-section, attached to said
outer end, wherein the H has two upwardly extended arms
delimiting between themselves said groove, wherein one arm
of the H is slightly elongated upward and then folded to the
side and finally folded down for the formation ofthe inwardly
folded end of the flange. The H has two legs forming between
themselves a second groove, for receiving an end portion,
tapered on both sides, of a plate-shaped portion of the shield
plate itself while forming a tongue and groove connection. By
using such a profile strip, which is attached to the outer end of
the shield plate, the manufacture of the shield plate is simpli-
fied.

Suitably, the arc-shaped groove for receiving the project-
ing end of the plug is located in the radially inwardly folded
end of the flange. Furthermore, it is suitable that said one arm
of'the H, which is slightly elongated upward and then folded
to the side and finally folded down for the formation of the
inwardly folded end of the flange, is thickened compared to
the other arm of the H.
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In their most simple embodiment, the shield plates are flat
and extend perpendicularly away from the respective pivot,
wherein the shield surface is thus flat. However, in order to
increase the stability of the shield against attacks with weap-
ons or thrown objects, it may be suitable that the shield is
concave when viewed in a direction toward a person carrying
the deployed shield strapped to the arm. As used herein, the
term “concave” also includes “funnel-shaped”.

In order to achieve the desired shape of the shield surface,
the shield plates can be slightly curved longitudinally, i.e. in
a direction away from the top angle, so that the deployed
shield surface becomes concave or convex.

Alternatively, the shield plates in each stack can form an
angle smaller or larger than 90° with the respective pivot, so
that the deployed shield surface becomes funnel-shaped or
(truncated) cone-shaped.

The connecting devices connecting the two shield plates
edge-to-edge suitably comprise protrusions disposed along
the edge of the uppermost shield plate in one stack, and
recesses, corresponding to the protrusions, disposed along the
edge of the uppermost shield plate in the other stack. Thereby,
the protrusions are preferably disposed on both top side and
bottom side of the shield plate for aligning the shield plate
with the recesses into a position where the protrusions enter
the recesses.

Furthermore, it is suitable that the connecting devices com-
prise a snap locking means, which locks the uppermost shield
plate in one stack to the uppermost shield plate in the other
stack when they meet each other when deploying the shield.

The shield plates in the two stacks can be pivoted out
manually in order to form the deployed shield. However, in
order to enable a rapid deployment of the shield, the shield
plates in each stack are preferably spring-loaded so that by
actuating a release device, when needed, they can be pivoted
out to the deployed position rapidly by the spring force.

Furthermore, as a rule, it is suitable that the shield plates
consist of transparent material, preferably polycarbonate, but
in some cases it may be required that the shield plates are
reinforced with bullet-proofing fabric in order to become
bullet-proof.

It so desired, it is also possible to design the shield plates
such that they give the deployed shield surface a shape which
deviates from a purely circular shape, e.g. an oval shape. For
example, the shield plates in the middle of each stack can be
successively longer than the other ones in order to provide an
oval shield with a greater height than width and thereby an
improved protection vertically for the carrier of the shield.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
ACCOMPANYING DRAWINGS

In the following, the invention will be described more
closely with reference to preferred embodiments and the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a deployable and foldable
shield comprising two stacks of folded shield plates, disposed
next to each other on a base plate, according to a preferred
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is an end view of the base plate in FIG. 1 with two
screw-nut assemblies which retain the shield plates in the two
stacks but allow pivoting of the shield plates.

FIG. 3 is a view from the front of the shield in FIG. 1 in
deployed position.

FIG. 4 is a view from the rear of the shield in FIGS. 1 and
2 in deployed position.

FIG. 5 is a lateral view of the shield along the line V-V in
FIG. 4.
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FIG. 6 is a lateral view of the shield along the line VI-VI in
FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the shield in deployed
position, viewed obliquely from the rear.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the shield in deployed
position, viewed obliquely from the front.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view, showing a portion of two
shield plates adjacent to each other, and a device that allows
relative pivoting of the shield plates in their respective planes
but prevents relative movement in a direction perpendicular
to these planes.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view, showing the same portion as
FIG. 9, but viewed from another angle.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view, showing that the device in
FIG. 9 comprises guide grooves in a shield plate a shield plate
with grooves for a plug preventing the shield plates from
being separated.

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view, showing an upper shield
plate provided with the plug in FIG. 11, said plug projecting
into the guide groove in the lower shield plate and being
capable of moving in the groove but not of leaving it.

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view in perspective, showing a
portion of the outside of the shield with two shield plates
adjacent to each other in a stack, and an alternative device that
allows relative pivoting of the shield plates in their respective
planes but prevents relative movement in a direction perpen-
dicular to these planes.

FIG. 14 shows the same view as FIG. 13, but from another
angle.

FIG. 15 is a perspective view, showing the uppermost
shield plate in one of the stacks opened out to its end position,
where it is locked to the opened out uppermost shield plate in
the other stack, and aligning means for aligning the shield
plates edge-to-edge, and a catch mechanism for achieving the
locking.

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the uppermost shield plate
in each stack in a position immediately before they abut
edge-to-edge when the pivoting has been completed, and
showing an alternative design of the aligning means in FIG.
15.

FIG. 17 is a view from the front, showing the pivot portion
of'the two uppermost shield plates, one from each stack, when
springs have pivoted the shield plates away from the respec-
tive stack for the formation of a deployed shield surface.

FIG. 18 is a view from the front of a portion of the shield in
folded position, showing a release device, which allows the
spring force to pivot the shield plates away from the respec-
tive stack for the formation of a deployed shield surface.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The deployable and foldable shield 1 shown in the draw-
ings comprises an elongated base plate 3, which is provided
with attachment means well known in this connection for
attaching the base plate along the forearm of a person, e.g. by
means of hook and loop strips, which are not shown to get
better visualization of other parts of the shield 1. A plurality of
substantially triangular and at least substantially equal-sided
shield plates 4, supported by the base plate 3 and having a top
angle o smaller than 40°, are pivotally mounted at a triangle
corner enclosing the top angle o to a pivot 5 projecting from
the base plate 3. When the shield is folded, the shield plates 4
form a stack 6 supported by the base plate 3, and, when
pivoted away from the base plate 3, they form a deployed
shield surface 2 supported by the base plate 3.
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As is best evident from FIG. 1, according to the invention,
the shield plates 4, 4' are arranged in two stacks 6, 6', disposed
next to each other on the base plate, with a respective pivot 5,
5', shown in FIG. 2, for mounting and pivoting of the shield
plates 4, 4'. The shield plates 4 in one stack 6 are deployed by
pivoting in a first direction and those in the other stack 6' by
pivoting in the opposite direction. The uppermost shield plate
4 in one stack 6 and the uppermost shield plate 4' in the other
stack 6' are located in a common plane, and connecting
devices 7 are provided for connecting these two shield plates
4, 4' edge-to-edge.

In the shown embodiment, also the base plate 3 is substan-
tially triangular and it is of the same size and shape as the
shape formed by the two lowermost shield plates 4, 4' lying
nextto each other in the two stacks 6, 6'. Accordingly, the base
plate 3 with the stacks 6, 6' of shield plates 4, 4 has a narrow
end and a wide end, and when strapping the folded shield 1 to
the arm, the narrow end should be closest to the wrist and the
wide end closest to the elbow. In the shown embodiment, each
stack 6, 6' comprises nine shield plates 4, 4', wherein said top
angle o is 18°. Naturally, the top angle o can be larger or
smaller, if so desired, but a smaller top angle c requires more
shield plates in each stack and thus results in the disadvantage
of an increased height outwardly from the arm of the person
carrying the shield, whereas a larger top angle o results in the
disadvantage of an increased width outwardly from the arm,
which is the reason why a top angle c of 18° is preferable.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, the pivots 5, 5' are
formed by head screws, extending through the base plate and
a respective stack 6, 6' of shield plates, and a self-locking nut
8, 8' on each screw 5, 5'. In the embodiment shown in FIGS.
3, 5, 8 and 13, the screw and nut assembly also holds a
substantially square plate 9 on top of the stacks 6, 6'. If so
desired, such a plate 9 can be used for attaching a not shown
protective housing for a camera and/or film camera, which
can be operated by the person carrying the shield for docu-
menting the situation in question.

The base 3, and each shield plate 4, 4' on top thereofin each
stack 6, 6', is connected to the next shield plate 4, 4' by means
a device 10 that allows relative pivoting of the shield plates 4,
4' in their respective planes but prevents relative movement in
a direction perpendicular to these planes. In the shown
embodiment, this device 10 comprises a projecting plug 11
disposed in each shield plate 4, 4', and an arc-shaped groove
15, disposed in each adjacent shield plate 4, 4' in the stack 6,
6' and in the base plate 3, respectively, for receiving the
projecting end of the plug 11. The projecting end and the
groove 15 are so designed in relation to each other that the
plug 11 is form-fittingly connected to the groove 15, and the
ends of the groove are closed, so that the shield plates 4, 4'
have side edge areas overlapping each other also when they
are pivoted away from each other to a maximum extent.

As is best shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, such a plug 11 has a
head 12, attached in one end of the groove 15 in one shield
plate 4, 4', and a portion (13, 14) projecting from the shield
plate 4, 4', which extends into the groove 15 in the adjacent
shield plate 4, 4' and comprises a foot 13 and a narrower neck
portion 14, connecting the head 12 and the foot 13. In order to
prevent the plug 11 from leaving the groove 15, the upper
portion of the groove (relative to the height direction of the
stack) is narrowed and the groove 15 is closed at both ends. In
the shown embodiment, the narrowing is formed by a bar 16,
suitably of metal such as e.g. brass or copper, which is
attached along one groove edge and extends over part of the
groove width and into the recess in the plug 11 forming the
neck portion 14. Such a bar 16 can be countersunk into the
shield plate 4, 4' and anchored thereto e.g. by means of gluing.
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In order to reinforce the material of the shield plate 4, 4', the
bar 16 can extend around part of the groove end, at least at the
groove end stopping the plug 11 when deploying the shield 1.
In order to increase the stability of the shield 1 against weap-
ons and thrown objects, it is suitable, as shown in FIGS. 1, 13
and 14, that such a groove 15 and plug 11 assembly is present
not only close to the outer edge of the shield 1, but that there
is also a similar one closer inward toward the pivot axes 5, 5'
of' the shield plates 4, 4'.

As is shown in FIGS. 13 and 14, the device 10 can, alter-
natively or in addition, be designed such that each shield plate
4,4 has an outer end 26, 26' relative to the associated pivot 5,
5'. Together with an outer end of the base plate 3 located
simultaneously, these outer ends 26, 26' form a periphery of
the shield in deployed position. The device 10 comprises an
axially projecting flange 27, disposed on each outer end 26,
26' of the shield plates 4, 4' and having a free end 28, which is
folded substantially radially inward. The device 10 further
comprises a groove 29, extending along the entire said end of
at least all the shield plates 4, 4' in each stack 6, 6' except the
uppermost shield plate in the respective stack and in said end
of the base plate 3, for receiving the substantially radially
inwardly folded end 28 of the flange 27 in an adjacent shield
plate 4, 4' while forming a tongue and groove connection. The
tongue and groove connection allows pivoting of the shield
plates 4, 4' in their respective planes and constitutes a stronger
obstacle to relative movement in a direction perpendicular to
these planes and thereby increases the stability of the shield
edge against attacks with weapons or thrown objects.

In order to further increase the stability of the shield edge
against attacks with weapons or thrown objects, it is suitable
that the substantially radially inwardly folded end 28 of the
flange 27, and the groove 29 for receiving it, are slightly
angled such that they are located in a concave plane when
viewed in a direction toward a person carrying the deployed
shield strapped to the arm. Thereby the risk of the tongue and
groove connection being deformed to such an extent in an
attack with weapons or thrown objects that the substantially
radially inwardly folded end 28 of the flange 27 could be
disengaged from its engagement with the groove 29 is
reduced.

Preferably, each shield plate 4, 4' comprises a profile strip
30, having a substantially H shaped cross-section, attached to
said outer end, wherein the H 30 has two upwardly extended
arms 31, 32 delimiting between themselves said groove 29,
wherein one arm 32 of the H 30 is slightly elongated upward
and then folded to the side and finally folded down for the
formation of the inwardly folded end 28 of the flange 27, on
the one hand, and a radially inwardly open groove 37 delim-
ited between the upwardly extended portion of the arm 32 and
the downwardly folded flange end 28, on the other hand, for
receiving the arm 31 in an adjacent shield plate. The H 30
further has two legs 33 forming between themselves a second
groove 34, for receiving an end portion 35, tapered on both
sides, of a plate-shaped portion 36 of the shield plate 4, 4'
itself while forming a tongue and groove connection. By
using such a profile strip 30, which is attached to the outer end
of'the shield plate, the manufacture of the shield plate 4, 4' is
simplified as compared to if the shield plate with flange 27,
radially inwardly folded free flange end 28 and groove 29
would be made in one piece. The H shaped profile strip 30 and
the shield plate 4 with its end portion 35 tapering on both sides
are suitably so designed in relation to each other that the
outsides of the legs 33 are flush with the respective side of the
shield plate 4.

Suitably, the arc-shaped groove 15 for receiving the pro-
jecting end of the plug 11 is located in the radially inwardly
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folded end 28 of the flange 27. When the shield plate 4, 4' is
designed with the axially projecting flange 27 and the sub-
stantially radially inwardly folded free flange end 28 and the
groove 29 for receiving such a flange end in an adjacent shield
plate, the plug 11 can be constituted of a cylindrical pin,
which does not need to have any retaining function in a
direction perpendicular to the planes of the shield plates 4, 4',
since the retaining function has been taken over by the flange
end 28 in a shield plate and the interacting groove 29 in an
adjacent shield plate. It is furthermore suitable that said one
arm 32 of the H 30, which is slightly elongated upward and
then folded to the side and finally folded down for the forma-
tion of the radially inwardly folded end 28 of the flange 27, is
thickened compared to the other arm 31 of the H 30.

In order to further increase the stability of the shield 1
against weapons and thrown objects, it is further suitable that
the shield surface 2 is concave or convex when viewed in a
direction toward a person carrying the deployed shield
strapped to the arm. As used herein, the terms “concave” and
“convex” also include “funnel-shaped” and “cone-shaped”
(also “truncated cone-shaped™), respectively. In order to
achieve the desired shape of the shield surface 2, the shield
plates 4, 4' can be slightly curved longitudinally, as is best
shown in FIGS. 5-8 and 16, i.e. in a direction away from the
top angle a, so that the deployed shield surface 2 becomes
concave. As is evident from FIG. 2, also the base plate 3 has
acorresponding concave shape. Even if not shown, itis appre-
ciated that the curvature longitudinally of the shield plates 4,
4' can also be such that the deployed shield surface 2 becomes
convex. Alternatively, in a not shown embodiment, the shield
plates 4, 4' in each stack 6, 6' can have a top angle portion
which is perpendicular to the pivot 5, 5' and a flat portion
outside thereof forming an angle smaller than or larger than
90° with the respective pivot 5, 5', so that the deployed shield
surface 2 becomes funnel-shaped or (truncated) cone-shaped.

The connecting devices 7 comprise protrusions 17 dis-
posed along the edge of the uppermost shield plate 4' in one
stack 6', and recesses 18, corresponding to the protrusions 17,
disposed along the edge of the uppermost shield plate 4 in the
other stack 6. The protrusions 17 and the recesses 18 ensure
that the two shield plates 4, 4' lying edge to edge remain in
their common plane also when the shield 1 is subjected to
attacks with weapons or thrown objects. As is shown in FIG.
15, such protrusions can comprise pins 17, disposed on the
narrow side-edge of at least one of the two shield plates 4, 4'
lying edge-to-edge, and recesses (not shown) corresponding
to these pins 17 in the adjacent narrow side-edge of the other
one of the two shield plates 4, 4'. However, in order to provide
a more reliable alignment of the two shield plates 4, 4' narrow
side edge-to-narrow side edge, the embodiment shown in
FIGS. 1 and 16 is preferable. In this embodiment, the protru-
sions have the shape of small plates 17 and are disposed on
both top side and bottom side of at least one of the two shield
plates 4, 4' for aligning the other shield plate 4', 4 with the
recesses 18 into a position where the protrusions 17 enter the
recesses 18.

The connecting devices 7 further comprise a snap locking
means 19, which locks the uppermost shield plate 4' in one
stack 6' to the uppermost shield plate 4 in the other stack 6,
when they meet each other when deploying the shield 1. In the
embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 15, the snap locking
means 19 is constituted of a spring-loaded catch lever 20,
disposed on one of the two shield plates 4, 4', and a shoulder
21, disposed on the other shield plate 4', 4, which the lever 20
can engage. However, if so desired, other snap locking means
well known to the skilled person can be used for achieving the
desired locking of the two shield plates 4, 4' edge-to-edge.
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The shield plates 4, 4' in the two stacks 6, 6' can be pivoted
out manually in order to form the deployed shield 1. However,
in order to enable a rapid deployment of the shield 1, the
shield plates 4, 4' in each stack 6, 6' are preferably spring-
loaded by spring devices 22, as shown in FIG. 17, so that by
actuating a release device 23, when needed, they can be
pivoted to the deployed position rapidly by the spring force.
In the shown embodiment, the spring devices are constituted
of'a screw line-shaped torsion spring 22, 22' for each stack 6,
6', and the torsion springs 22 have opposite winding direc-
tions, enclose the respective pivot 5, 5' and have one of their
ends attached to the base plate 3 and the other one to a
respective uppermost shield plate 4, 4' in the respective stack
6, 6'. Some control of the speed when opening out the shield
plates 4, 4' from the stacks 6, 6' for achieving a deployed
shield 1 can be obtained by fastening or releasing the self-
locking nuts 8, 8' slightly. Naturally, if so desired, other spring
devices can also be used, e.g. not shown gas springs.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 18, the release device 23
comprises a catch lever 24 and a shoulder 25 for engagement
by the catch lever. The catch lever 24 is located on the upper-
most shield plate 4' in one stack 6', next to a side edge adjacent
to the uppermost shield plate 4 in the other stack 6 and close
to the intended periphery of the shield 1, whereas the shoulder
25 is positioned accordingly on the uppermost shield plate 4
in the other stack 6. Naturally, if so desired, other locking/
release devices 23 can also be used to enable a spring-loaded
rapid deployment of the shield 1 when needed.

In one embodiment, the shield plates 4, 4' consist of an
impact resistant, transparent plastic material, such as poly-
carbonate, suitably having a thickness of approx. 4 mm. Of
course, both thinner and thicker shield plates 4, 4' can be used,
but, as a rule, 4 mm provides satisfactory protection in regular
missions, without causing the stacks 6, 6' to become so high
that the shield 1 in folded position on the arm becomes so
heavy and awkward that it is more of a hindrance than a help
to the person carrying it attached to the arm. In some cases, it
may be required that the shield plates 4, 4' are reinforced with
not shown bullet-proofing fabric in order to become bullet-
proof. The filaments in such a fabric can e.g. consist of poly-
paraphenylene terephtalamide, such as Kevlar®, or gel-spun
polyethylene of high molecular weight, usually between 2
and 6 million, known under the product names Dyneema and
Spectra. It is also conceivable to reinforce the shield with
graphene. The profile strips 30, when used, suitably consist of
the same material as the rest of the shield, and are preferably
attached to the outer ends 26 of the shield plates 4, 4' with a
suitable adhesive, e.g. of epoxy type.

If all shield plates 4, 4' are identical to each other, which is
preferable from a manufacturing point of view, the shield 1
gets a substantially circular shape in deployed position. If so
desired, it is also possible, but not shown, to design the shield
plates 4, 4' so as to give the deployed shield surface 2 a shape
which deviates from a purely circular shape, e.g. a substan-
tially oval shape. This can, for example, be achieved in that
the shield plates 4, 4' in the middle of each stack 6, 6' are made
with a successively longer length than the other ones in order
to provide an oval shield 1 with a greater height than width
and thereby an improved protection vertically for the carrier
of the shield. In order to thereby avoid that the shield 1 in
deployed position gets a serrated periphery, the shield plates
4, 4' can be made such that their side edges are of different
lengths.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICATION

The deployable and foldable shield is intended to be used
by police officers and persons in similar professions in mis-
sions where they might need to protect themselves against
weapons and thrown objects.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A deployable and foldable shield, comprising an elon-
gated base plate having attachment means for attaching the
base plate along the forearm of a person, and a plurality of
substantially triangular and at least substantially equal-sided
shield plates, supported by the base plate, which have a top
angle (o) smaller than 40° and are pivotally mounted at a
triangle corner enclosing the top angle (o) to a pivot project-
ing from the base plate, said shield plates forming a stack
supported by the base plate when the shield is folded and
forming a deployed shield surface supported by the base plate
when pivoted away from the base plate, wherein the shield
plates are arranged in two stacks, disposed next to each other
on the base plate, with a respective pivot for mounting and
pivoting of the shield plates, that the shield plates in one stack
are deployed by pivoting in a first direction and the shield
plates in the other stack by pivoting in the opposite direction,
and that connecting devices are provided for connecting these
uppermost two shield plates.

2. The shield according to claim 1, wherein the uppermost
shield plate in one stack and the uppermost shield plate in the
other stack are located in a common plane, and that the
connecting devices are adapted to connect two said upper-
most shield plates edge-to-edge.

3. The shield according to claim 1, wherein the base plate
and each shield plate on top thereof in each stack is connected
to the next shield plate by means a device that allows relative
pivoting of the shield plates in their respective planes but
prevents relative movement in a direction perpendicular to
these planes.

4. The shield according to claim 3, wherein the device
comprises a projecting plug disposed in each shield plate, and
an arc-shaped groove, disposed in each adjacent shield plate
in the stack and in the base plate, respectively, for receiving
the projecting end of the plug, wherein the projecting end and
the groove are so designed in relation to each other that the
plug is form-fittingly connected to the groove, and the ends of
the groove are closed, so that the shield plates have side edge
areas overlapping each other also when they are pivoted away
from each other to a maximum extent.

5. The shield according to claim 4, wherein each shield
plate has an outer end relative to the associated pivot, said
outer ends forming together with an outer end of the base
plate located simultaneously a periphery of the shield in
deployed position, and that the device comprises an axially
projecting flange, disposed on each outer end of the shield
plates and having a free end which is folded substantially
radially inward, and that the device further comprises a
groove, extending along the entire said end of at least all the
shield plates in each stack except the uppermost shield plate
in the respective stack, and in said end of the base plate, for
receiving the substantially radially inwardly folded end of the
flange in an adjacent shield plate while forming a tongue and
groove connection, which allows pivoting of the shield plates
in their respective planes and constitutes a stronger obstacle
to relative movement in a direction perpendicular to these
planes.

6. The shield according to claim 5, wherein the substan-
tially radially inwardly folded end of the flange, and the
groove for receiving it, are slightly angled such that they are
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located in a concave plane when viewed in a direction toward
a person carrying the deployed shield strapped to the arm.

7. The shield according to claim 5, wherein each shield
plate comprises a profile strip, having a substantially
H-shaped cross-section, attached to said outer end, wherein
the H has two upwardly extended arms delimiting between
themselves said groove, wherein one arm of the H is slightly
elongated upward and then folded to the side and finally
folded down for the formation of the inwardly folded end of
the flange, and wherein the H has two legs forming between
themselves a second groove for receiving an end portion,
tapered on both sides, of a plate-shaped portion of the shield
plate itself while forming a tongue and groove connection.

8. The shield according to claim 5, wherein the arc-shaped
groove for receiving the projecting end of the plug is located
in the radially inwardly folded end of the flange.

9. The shield according to claim 7, wherein said one arm of
the H, which is slightly elongated upward and then folded to
the side and finally folded down for the formation of the
inwardly folded end of the flange, is thickened compared to
the other arm of the H.

10. The shield according to claim 1, wherein the shield
surface is concave or convex when viewed in a direction
toward a person carrying the deployed shield strapped to the
arm.

11. The shield according to claim 10, wherein the shield
plates are slightly curved longitudinally, i.e., in a direction
away from the top angle (o), so that the deployed shield
surface becomes concave or convex.

12. The shield according to claim 10, wherein the shield
plates in each stack form an angle smaller than 90° with the
respective pivot, so that the deployed shield surface becomes
funnel-shaped or cone-shaped.

13. The shield according to claim 1, wherein the connect-
ing devices comprise protrusions disposed along the edge of
the uppermost shield plate in one stack, and recesses, corre-
sponding to the protrusions, disposed along the edge of the
uppermost shield plate in the other stack.

14. The shield according to claim 13, wherein the protru-
sions are disposed on both top side and bottom side of the
shield plate for aligning the shield plate with the recesses into
a position where the protrusions enter the recesses.

15. The shield according to claim 13, wherein the connect-
ing devices comprise a snap locking means, which locks the
uppermost shield plate in one stack to the uppermost shield
plate in the other stack when they meet each other when
deploying the shield.

16. The shield according to claim 1, wherein the shield in
folded position has the shield plates spring-loaded so that by
actuating a release device, when needed, they can pivoted to
the deployed position rapidly by the spring force.

17. The shield according to claim 1, wherein the shield
plates consist of transparent material, preferably polycarbon-
ate.

18. The shield according to claim 1, wherein the shield
plates are reinforced with bullet-proofing fabric in order to
become bullet-proof.

19. The shield according to claim 1, wherein the shield
plates are designed so as to give the deployed shield surface a
shape which deviates from a purely circular shape.
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